
6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 1/13

If urban dwellers are asked where the sludge and water flushed from their toilets go, many of them
might not know the answer. Similarly, if a question is asked to rural villagers how they will manage the
wastes from their septic tank in the future, they might not know the answer either.

A majority of city dwellers know that connecting their toilets with the sewerage is the answer to be
clean. An overwhelming number of rural people are taught that the construction of toilets and
declaring open defecation free villages are the solution to their waste management problems.

However, this is not all true. Connecting the urban toilets with the sewerage system has already
polluted the water of rivers in Kathmandu valley and other cities. Similarly, there has always been one
or the other problem in emptying the fecal storage of the septic tanks in rural households.

As new problems in sludge management are emerging, the Society of Public Health Engineers, Nepal
(SOPHEN), in association with Department of Water Supply and Sewerage, organized a workshop to
look for the ways out.

At the workshop, inaugurated by Secretary at the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Bhim
Prasad Upadhyaya, experts working in the area, government officials and community members
discussed the various aspects of the faecal sludge management (FSM) issue.

Experts also discussed FSM issue in urban areas, institutional and regulatory framework, services,
technologies and enforcement aspects. Former minister of Science, Technology and Environment
Ganesh Shah chaired the function.

At the event, supported by SNV, Nepal, experts and regulatory authorities expressed a grave concern
over the current trend of fecal sludge management in the urban and rural areas.

FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges
As the population grows in urban centers and areas of open defecation shrink, new challenges have
appeared in fecal sludge management
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With a population of over 5.5 million, Kathmandu valley does not have any treatment plant to treat the
polluted water. People are connecting their toilets with the sewerage to release the dirty water and
sludge. The city sewerage system directly releases all the dirt into the rivers. The only functional
Guhyeshwori sewerage treatment plant is unable to the treat the dirty water.

As the urban houses continue to connect their toilets with the sewers, the rural people do not know
how to manage the fecal storage in the safety tank.

“Since we have technology and expertise, Nepal can manage the faecal sludge. However, the challenge
before us is to solve them,” said secretary Upadhyaya.

As 87 percent of Nepal has already been declared as open defecation free areas, the people in the areas
do not know how to manage faecal sludge or recycle it for other purposes. Some argue that the
recycled faecal sludge can substitute the chemical fertilizer coming from India.

“We have already declared a large number of villages as Open Defecation Free (ODF). However, the
challenge before us now is how to ensure fecal sludge management and treatment,” said Tej Raj Bhatt,
Director General Department of Water, Sewerage and Sanitation. “The Department is currently
working with different stakeholders to find out the solution. The government has already announced
plans to construct the sewerage treatment centers in four places in the valley and we are now studying
the FSM in the rural areas.”

Presenting a paper, 'Situation in Nepal: Existing roles and responsibility, Standards and Guidelines',
Wash Governance Specialist Sanjaya Adhikary highlighted the current state of institutional
arrangements.

“There are standards and institutional arrangements for the FSM. However, there is a lack of
coordination among different stakeholders,” said Adhikary. “Look at the case of Kathmandu, people
are releasing all the wastes to the rivers. Despite the provision and standard, no one is caring as there
is no way for them.”

With over 60,000 manholes in Kathmandu, there is no system map to identify where the sewer comes
and goes. Even some private sector companies involved in FSM are dumping the dirty water collected
from septic tank to the nearby manhole.

“We are ready to provide the needed support to Nepal in FSM,” said Jukka, from Finnish Embassy.
“There are technologies available to treat the sewerage.”

“We organized the workshop realizing the importance of FSM in changing context,” said Ramdeep
Singh, chairman of SOPHEN.

As areas covering ODF increase and urban areas expand, FSM is going to be a major problem in the
coming days. In this context, SOPHEN’s effort to bring the issue to discussion is welcome.



6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 3/13

 

 

A Correspondent

May 26, 2018

May 26, 2018

May 26, 2018

May 26, 2018

May 25, 2018

0 Comments newspotlight Login1

 Share⤤ Sort by Best

LOG IN WITH OR SIGN UP WITH DISQUS 

Name

 Start the discussion…

?

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your siteAdd DisqusAddd Disqus' Privacy PolicyPrivacy PolicyPrivacy🔒

 Recommend

ILO REPORT Job Prospects1

TRADE Widening Gap2

NEPALI WOMEN Gaining Strength3

NO LOAD SHEDDING! Mission Accomplished4

PLANE CRASH Policy Failure5

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/a-correspondent/
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/newspotlight/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=newspotlight&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/05/26/ilo-report-job-prospects/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/05/26/trade-widening-gap/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/05/26/nepali-women-gaining-strength/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/05/26/no-load-shedding-mission-accomplished/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/05/25/plane-crash-policy-failure/


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 4/13

Province 1 Sets Target To Bring In 500,000 Foreign Tourists
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE 7 hours, 10 minutes ago

More on National

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/12/province-1-sets-target-bring-500000-foreign-tourists/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/new-spotlight-online/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/topic/national


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 5/13

‘Hamro Cycle Yatra’ For Equal Dignity
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE 1 day, 3 hours ago

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/11/hamro-cycle-yatra-equal-dignity/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/new-spotlight-online/


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 6/13

Reconstruction Of Gaddhi Baithak Almost Completed
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE 2 days, 3 hours ago

Two More Health Posts Ratomate And Charghare In Nuwakot
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE 3 days, 5 hours ago

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/10/reconstruction-gaddhi-baithak-almost-completed/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/new-spotlight-online/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/09/two-more-health-posts-ratomate-and-charghare-nuwakot/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/new-spotlight-online/


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 7/13

COAS General Chhetri Leaves For India
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE 5 days, 17 hours ago

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/06/coas-general-chhetri-leaves-india/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/new-spotlight-online/


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 8/13

Kumari Bank’s Tree-Plantation Programme
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE 6 days, 5 hours ago

The Fundamental Reality Of Our Currency Union With India
With Its Pros And Cons
By Prof. Madhukar SJB Rana Jun 12, 2018

The Latest

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/06/kumari-banks-tree-plantation-programme/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/new-spotlight-online/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/12/fundamental-reality-our-currency-union-india-its-pros-and-cons/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 9/13

Trump, North Korea’s Kim Come Together For Momentous
Summit
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE Jun 12, 2018

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/12/trump-north-koreas-kim-come-together-momentous-summit/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 10/13

World Cup 2018 Fixtures
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE Jun 12, 2018

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/12/world-cup-2018-fixtures/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 11/13

NRs 99.2m Indian Aid For 2700 Shallow Tube Wells
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE Jun 12, 2018

SISM2 Project Concludes
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE Jun 11, 2018

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/12/india-releases-nrs-992-million-towards-installation-2700-shallow-tube-well-irrigation-systems-nepal/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/new-spotlight-online/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/11/sism2-project-concludes/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/new-spotlight-online/


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 12/13

US Embassy Launches Training For Nepali UN peacekeepers
By NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE Jun 11, 2018

Latest Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/06/11/us-embassy-launches-training-nepali-un-peacekeepers/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/author/new-spotlight-online/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/magazines/vol11-no-21-may-25-2018-jestha-11-2075-online-register-number-doi-584074-75/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/magazines/vol11-no20-may-04-2018-baishakh-21-2075-online-register-number-doi-584074-75/


6/12/2018 FECAL SLUDGE MANAGEMENT New Challenges | New Spotlight Magazine

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2017/01/08/fecal-sludge-management-new-challenges/ 13/13

VOL.11, No.-21, May 25, 2018 (Jestha 11, 2075)
Online Register Number: DOI 584/074-75

VOL.11, No.20, May 04, 2018 (Baishakh 21, 2075)
Online Register Number: DOI 584/074-75

VOL.11, No.19, April 20, 2018 (Baishakh 07,2075)
Online Register Number: DOI 584/074-75

VOL.11, No.18, April 06, 2018 (Chaitra 23, 2074)
Online Register Number: DOI 584/074-75

 

About Us  Contact Us  Advertisement  Terms

© 2017 New Spotlight Nepal. All Rights Reserved.

https://www.spotlightnepal.com/magazines/vol11-no-21-may-25-2018-jestha-11-2075-online-register-number-doi-584074-75/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/magazines/vol11-no20-may-04-2018-baishakh-21-2075-online-register-number-doi-584074-75/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/magazines/vol11-no19-april-20-2018-baishakh-072075-online-register-number-doi-584074-75/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/magazines/vol11-no19-april-20-2018-baishakh-072075-online-register-number-doi-584074-75/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/magazines/vol11-no18-april-06-2018-chaitra-23-2074-online-register-number-doi-584074-75/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/magazines/vol11-no18-april-06-2018-chaitra-23-2074-online-register-number-doi-584074-75/
https://www.facebook.com/newspotlightnepal
https://twitter.com/spotlightnepal
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/about-us/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/contact-us/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/advertisement/
https://www.spotlightnepal.com/terms/

