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Maison & Objet in Paris, France is a trend tracker’s dream. Twice each year, manufacturing company
and artisan products cover hall after hall with exciting new furniture, home textiles, lighting,
decorative accessories, gifts and table top products. There were 60,220 buyers on hand to see it

all—more than a 12% increase over the same time last year.

At the January event, there was a celebration of color that resulted in a feeling of joy and energy.
At the same time, an exploration of neutrals was in its secondary stage, having emerged just a few
short months ago at the September fair. Many companies showed neutrals up front whether they
were new or not. Joining them in patterns or in a mix of solids were pales that felt quite complex

because of their Gray overtones.

When it comes to style, so much of what is shown at Maison & Objet reflects the opposites of
home furnishings décor: Contemporary and Traditional. Yet in the midst of these two strong
directions, a reformulation of Global themes was taking place that made this secondary category

for move front and center.

Front Cover: Kenzo’s take on Oriental
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COLOR

* Neutrals provided a countertrend to color:

- Neutral landscapes came from key stands; they felt
warm and right

- The neutral story was all about tints and how they
worked with Off-White

- Pure White took a step back

- Antique Lace and Honey Beige appeared frequently

- The names Sand and Oatmeal were used repeatedly

- Putty hinted at a return after an absence of many years

- Ivory was also new

- Aluminum and Graphite Grays advanced as neutrals
and colors

- Browns and Blues were used as neutrals

- Black was established

.":‘

Off-White, Camel and Gray at Lambert
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Serge Lesage showed a leather sofa in Honey Beige At Cote Bastide, a neutral tablescape in linen fabric and creamware
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Shell shapes in linen for the table done in neutrals from Siécle Tonon's chairs in Yellow-cast Orange, Graphite, Aluminum and White
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. evolved as they added types and

personalities: ﬁ gi
- Deep Brown was shifting from dark :

Brown Earth to softer Elite Brown
- After emerging in September of 2002,

Camel made inroads

- Browns of all kinds were absent from

spicy combinations
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White and Camel in a Elite Brown plus neutral in
magnetic frame concept Lambert’s stripes and plaids

from Presse Citron
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. came in a myriad of types:
- Complex pale or light mid-tone Blues were used with neutralized
- Pastel Sky Blue was new in dinnerware
- Aqua and Aquamarine showed well alone
- Mid-value Denim types were present but less exciting
- Turquoise flavors continued but Cobalt inspired Viva Blue looked newer
- Peacock and Deep Teal moved ahead

- Navy took a step back

Magis’ Aqua plastic chair Gargantua’s Sky Blue dinnerware
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