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The 5Ds: Changing Attitudes to Open Defecation in India
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n the village of Bharsauta in Uttar Pradesh, India, construction worker Vishwanath lives with his wife, four
children and their elderly parents. Three years ago, the government paid to build a teilet in their house. But the
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Cleaning the toilet requires carrying water from a community tap. Vishwanath and his family have decided it isn't
worth the hassle. Mostly, they continue to defecate in the open
Vishwanath's family is not alone. Research has shown that that households which constructed their own toilets,
-+ e n =] ——— ~ = = =] =t - - P e - - = e = e =TTt -+ = - - s T e =t e e R = g= e
rather than recenng a government subsidy, are mo e likely to use them. But what are the most effective ways to
persuade people to construct their own toilets?
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1: Depict. Research reveals that many factors motivate people to decide to construct a teilet. For instance, in
Bihar, 75% of respondents mentioned inconvenience in the rainy season; in Rajasthan, 69% mentioned securit
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2: Divulge.

information opinion
of toilets due to low-quality construction during government sanitation campaigns,; 9% of those for whom
toilets were constructed did not know the appropriate technology
People often think toilets are much more expensive than they actually are. In UP, estimates ranged from INR
20,000 to 120,000 {around $300 to $1,500). Perceiving toilets as unaffordable, people prioritize cther demands
on resources, such as sending their children to schoel or saving for a daughter's marriage
The second “D," divulge, therefore aims to provide practical information and dispel myths, through a
combination of print material, audic-video clips and one-to-one or group conversations. Experience shows that
revelations with elements of happiness or
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